
The Spring Community 
Education brochure is now 
available online.

We are pleased to offer 
many courses, including 
fitness, cooking, and arts 
and crafts. Courses will 
begin February 21st, so 
please get your registration 
forms in ASAP to ensure 
your spot in the class.  

You do not have to be a 
District resident to sign up, 
so please share with friends 
and family.  

To find full class descriptions and registration forms, waivers and a link to payments go to         
www.royhart.org/adulteducation.  

For questions please contact: 
Adam Eschborn aeschborn@royhart.org  or Dan Mault dmault@royhart.org.

Superintendent’s MessageSuperintendent’s Message
I am pleased to report that since our opening of school in September 2021, 
we have been able to maintain in-person learning five days a week.  We 
continue to work closely with the Department of Health to decrease the 
amount of time that students may be under quarantine and increase any 
lost learning that may have occurred.

Throughout this newsletter, you will find many items of interest.  I encour-
age you to read the report closely, and monitor the school website for the most current 
information, dates and important messages.  The website can be found at 
www.royhart.org

Please make an effort to reach out and say hello when you see me around the schools and 
community, send me a note via email at hstopinski@royhart.org or follow me on Twitter @
DrStopinski

Sincerely,

Dr. Hank Stopinski
Superintendent of Schools
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Live the Ram’s WayLive the Ram’s Way,, Every Day Every Day!!Live the Ram’s WayLive the Ram’s Way,, Every Day Every Day!!

THE RAM’S WAY IS: 

RESPECTFUL

ACCOUNTABLE

MOTIVATED 

SUCCESSFUL 

RHCSD Community Education    RHCSD Community Education    
ProgramProgram
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New Year’s ResolutionsNew Year’s Resolutions
Written by: Bethany Owczarczak (Elementary School counselor) and Hattie Lasal (Middle School counselor)

The start of a new year is the perfect time for us to set New Year’s Resolutions. We get excited to set goals for ourselves but often 
wonder how we are going to keep them alive! Below are some tips for you to help make it easier.

• Make sure your resolution is specific! The more detailed you are, the easier it will be to focus on what you need to do to be 
successful. For example, instead of saying “I will exercise more”...Be specific! “I will exercise four days a week for 30 minutes 
each day.”

• Write your goal down on paper! It sounds silly but it’s as simple as that. People who write down their goals, have a higher chance 
of accomplishing them. It makes them feel accountable. Put your goal on the fridge, on your mirror, on a calendar, somewhere in 
writing so that you will see it each day!

• Share your resolutions with others! We are more likely to accomplish our goals when we make them public. Sharing our goals 
with others makes us feel accountable and makes it much more difficult to back out. Tell a family member or good friend about 
your resolution and they can help you stay on track! 

• Plan! Plan exactly what you are going to do to achieve your goal. Brainstorm what exactly achieving your goal will look like and 
the steps you have to take to reach success. For example, if a student has a goal of getting a good grade on a math test, he/she 
should make a list of what exactly needs to be done such as study (what does that look like - be specific!), get a good night’s sleep 
the night before, eat a healthy breakfast the morning of and ask the teacher any questions they may have. 

• Check in with yourself! Sometimes we get overwhelmed with the goal we set and realize it was unrealistic. Instead of giving up 
completely - re-evaluate, tweak, and revise your resolution to make it work for you!

• Celebrate small successes! Use a journal to help keep track of your progress. Reward yourself when you make successful baby 
steps! This will help keep you motivated and working hard. 

• Remind yourself it’s okay to make mistakes and slip up. It happens, no one is perfect. If you get derailed, it matters how you 
handle it. Get right back on track. Think about what you can do differently next time to prevent it from happening again, rather 
than dwell on the mistake.

• Believe in Yourself! Having a positive attitude is everything. If you think positively and believe you can do it, you are more likely to 
be successful. If and when you do accomplish your resolution make sure to celebrate your success and be proud of yourself!

Boosting Self EsteemBoosting Self Esteem
In December, third and fourth grade classrooms discussed the importance of having positive self-esteem. Students learned ways 
that they can boost their self-esteem if they aren’t feeling so great about themselves. Students also identified strengths that they 
have and made a holiday craft! Students in fifth grade also focused on self-esteem as well as managing their emotions. 

Individuals with positive self-esteem feel good about who they are, respect themselves, and feel confident in their abilities. Below 
are some things you can do at home to help foster your child’s self-esteem:

• Provide consistency and structure as well as rules for your child to follow. Make sure you explain to your child what your 
expectations are and what the consequences will be if they do not follow the rules you set. It is very important to follow through. 
When you follow through, you will help your child feel safe and secure. When your child does follow the rules or makes a positive 
choice, acknowledge it! 

• Help your child identify something they are good at or something they enjoy doing! Everyone has their strengths and weaknesses. 
Never make fun of your child or put them down for being unsuccessful at something. Support your child and praise them when 
appropriate. However, don’t over-praise your child for every single thing they do well. This will take away from their successes 
that took a great deal of effort. 

• When your child attempts to do something for the first time, remind them that learning new skills will take time. You won’t 
become a master at something overnight. It takes patience, effort, and practice. 

• If your child makes a mistake, help them learn from it. Talk about the choice they made and what happened, as well as what they 
can do differently in the future. 

• Provide your child with responsibilities at home. Assign chores or ask for their help with a task. This will show your child that they 
are important and capable.

• Set a good example and be a role model for your child. They look up to you more than you realize. Show your child what it means to 
love yourself. Try new things, don’t give up when you face a challenge, and show them positive ways to cope when you experience 
a struggle. Demonstrate the importance of patience and giving it your all.

• Create a safe, loving, accepting home environment where your child can feel comfortable!
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Roy-Hart Report - Winter of 2022Roy-Hart Report - Winter of 2022
Facilities Master Planning Article

Middle School and High School Offering Middle School and High School Offering 
New Enrichment ProgramsNew Enrichment Programs

During the fall of 2021, the Royalton-Hartland 
Central School District Board of Education 
approved a Strategic Plan that will help guide the 
District for years to come.  One of the elements 
of the plan was to undertake a comprehensive 
process to identify and plan for the future 
facilities needs of the district.  The Facilities 
Master Planning Process engages the internal 
and external stakeholders of the community in an 
interactive process that includes assessing the 
current needs of the school building, the future 
facilities requirements to meet the academic 
and safety needs of our students and staff, and 
to gather information from the community on 
additional needs for the school.

In December, the district began to gather 
projected enrollment information, staffing 
needs and the current condition of our existing 
facilities and grounds.  During the months of January, February and March, ongoing conversations and community focus groups will be 
conducted to inform potential capital improvement projects for the Board of Education to consider.   

If you have any questions regarding the process, wish to serve on a committee, or wish to learn more about the process, please visit the 
District Website or contact the District office.

The Middle School and High School at Royalton-Hartland are excited to introduce Academic/Enrichment programs.  These additional 
programs will be available to all students grades 5-12.  

The programs consist of: Academic Support where students will be provided with academic support through the use of “Homework” 
centers that will allow students to work with teachers immediately after school.  Enrichment Activities is for students who are 
interested in fun activities that include, but are not limited to, arts and crafts, Lego and structure building, cooking, baking, board 
games, wellness clubs and more.  All are encouraged to stay for one or more of these enrichment activities.  

For more information, please visit the middle school or high school website at www.royhart.org and click on the Academic and 
Enrichment Program link for a full schedule. 
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Bringing on the Rampage!  Horns Up! 

Santa and his elves made their rounds at the Elementary School. Our Lady Rams Basketball Team.

Looking festive at the Elementary School.
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Students and teachers posing in lobby of the elementary school.

Senior Molly Russell preparing for the backstroke.  How about those 
Channel Cats?!

Our 4th graders participated in the annual Mitten Tree ceremony at the Gasport 
Post Office.
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STEAM Club Expands at Elementary SchoolSTEAM Club Expands at Elementary School
Technology Integration Specialist Daniel Mault 
says the Elementary School’s STEAM Club, which 
runs before school, has become so popular that 
they decided to run a larger STEAM Club during 
the school day.  The program is geared towards 
kindergarten to fourth graders.

“We run a STEAM Club before school on Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings for 80 students,” says 
Mr. Mault.  “This year, students are focusing on 
problem solving and creativity. Students are 
given a STEAM prompt for the day and are asked 
to work through this during the 45 minutes we 
have together.” The most recent prompt students 
had was to build a Snowball Stopper. Students 
received a limited number of supplies and were 
asked to build a ramp that a snowball (a golf ball) 
could travel down. The goal was to build the ramp, 
as well as a stop at the bottom of the hill that 
would stop two consecutive snowballs. In order to 
be successful with this project, students needed 
to work together to first understand the problem, 
which materials to use, and then put their plans 
into action in a very limited amount of time. 
“The creativity shown during these impromptu 
projects is out of this world and exactly what 
students need right now,” says Mr. Mault.

The idea of an expansion of the popular program 
was brought up last school year.  “Before the 
pandemic, a few of our teachers met to develop 
an Engineering/Design Curriculum for our 
students across the district,” explains Mr. Mault.  
“Students in the Middle and High School receive 

this instruction in technology classes, and this 
year, at the elementary level, I have taken this 
on with all grade levels. Each month, we have an 
engineering/design project for each grade level. 
We began the year by talking about engineers, 
including what they do and the process they go 
through from start to finish. Students have also 
realized that an engineer’s job is never done, as 
we can always improve things, which continues 
the engineering design process.” 

In the first few months of the program, the 
students have completed multiple projects, 
including the following: buildings back scratchers, 
building a chair for Moldilocks (a Monster 
Goldilocks), building a fence for turkeys that 
escaped on a farm, making a turkey trap, building 
winter cars and learning about circuits by creating 
light-up cardboard holiday trees.

At the beginning of each lesson, students 
are taught more about engineers and the 
engineering design process and then complete 
the engineering project. Mr. Mault explains, “One 
of the main objectives of this entire project is to 
help all elementary students explore engineering, 
which will hopefully lead to students going into 
the Middle and High School with the prerequisites 
needed to pursue engineering pathways. We have 
great programs at the middle and high school 
levels, as well as engineering pathways at BOCES, 
so we hope to build interest in these pathways 
by giving students at the elementary level these 
experiences each month.”
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Digital Signage to Highlight Students’ ArtworkDigital Signage to Highlight Students’ Artwork

Roy-Hart String Students Participate in the NYSSMA Roy-Hart String Students Participate in the NYSSMA 
Zone 1 Senior High Area All-State Festival Zone 1 Senior High Area All-State Festival 

With the pandemic still raging around us, Art teacher Bradley Scott was 
trying to find a way to highlight his students’ artwork without an in-person 
art show.  The students, along with classmates and staff, will now be able to 
view everyone’s creative efforts thanks to a high-tech virtual art display that 
will be projected on screens in the cafeteria.  “We are very fortunate that the 
administration has deemed this a worthy project and been so supportive of 
this,” says Mr. Scott.  He says he will be using Google Slides to show off student 
artwork on four flat screens in the common area.

“My students are just awesome.  My art class is unique because it is set up so it 
can be offered in clusters.  I was getting a lot of feedback from students how 
disappointed they were that they could not take a specific art class due to 
scheduling conflicts.  So I thought back to my high school years and how they 
were different disciplines we could explore in the same class.  It is very flexible 
and the students can take Studio Art, Painting and Drawing, Advanced Studio 
Art or Ceramics I and II.”  

The clusters have made it easier to engage students so they can explore 
different art forms.  Mr. Scott goes over the basics such as exposing them to 
different artists, art concepts, elements and principles of design. “One of the 
things I really like is that the older students work with the younger students 
and share with them their knowledge,” says Mr. Scott.  “It has really generated 
a lot of positive energy and empowered the students to express themselves or 
take creative risks in ways that a traditional art class may not allow.  They really 
enjoy collaborating together and the kindness they are showing each other is 
amazing.”  

There has been a new photo booth installed in class that allows students to 
take images of their work and Mr. Scott encourages them to manipulate those 
with editing tools.  “I wanted to make this as immersive as possible and let them 
learn new techniques they normally would not have been exposed to.  We are 
making the best of a situation that we have no control over so we can celebrate 
their talents.”  

Mr. Scott says he is also hoping to also run the virtual art show off the District’s 
website and potentially set up an Instagram page to allow families and the 
community to see what his students have been working on.  “I am just so proud 
of them and what they have been creating this year.”

Two students from the Royalton-Hartland High School Orchestra were selected to 
participate in the New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA) Zone 1 Senior 
High Area All-State Festival on November 19 and 20, 2021, at SUNY Fredonia State 
College.

Abigail Glyshaw was selected to play with the Viola Section and Charles Rickard was 
selected to play with the 1st Violin Section of the Area All-State Symphony Orchestra.

These students prepared virtual solos this past Spring, were judged by a NYSSMA 
Certified Adjudicator and given a grade. Their high scores have placed them in the 
Symphony Orchestra with students from Niagara, Erie, Chautauqua and Cattaraugus 
counties (Zone 1).

Isabella Santella and Mr. Scott at the kiln.

Alyson Berner works on drawing.
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Roy-Hart Students Inducted into Roy-Hart Students Inducted into 
National Technical Honor SocietyNational Technical Honor Society

Congratulations to our 13 students who attend programs at the Orleans Career and Technical 
Education Center.  Hannah Aiken, Emily Clark, Allison Dent, Brandon DiNieri, Nikolas 
Gutierrez, Claire Halstead, Seana Hamilton, Christian Lates, Kailyn Livergood, Reanna 
Perkins, Molly Russell, Gabriella Smith and Ashley Stanczyk were recently inducted into the 
National Technical Honor Society.  Out of all the high school students in the United States, 
the National Technical Honor Society students who receive this honor comprise 1.6 percent 
of that population.   For staff at the Orleans/BOCES center, they represent the four pillars of 
the National Technical Honor Society: scholarship, leadership, service and character. 
 
The students were honored in front of their teachers, families and school district 
representatives.  The students had to maintain an 89.5 grade average in their career and 
technical education programs and an 84.5 average at their high schools, have superior 
attendance, exemplary behavior, be a member in good standing with SkillsUSA and have a 
recommendation from a faculty member. 
 
Students and Programs:
Hannah Aiken (Allied Health), Emily Clark (Allied Health), Allison Dent (Cosmetology), Brandon 
DiNieri (Electricity/Electronics), Nikolas Gutierrez (Allied Health), Claire Halstead (Allied 
Health), Seana Hamilton (Health Occupations Technician), Christian Lates (Allied Health), 
Kailyn Livergood (Allied Health), Reanna Perkins (Allied Health), Molly Russell (Computer 
Technology), Gabriella Smith (Building Trades) and Ashley Stanczyk (Allied Health).


